


Ancestry will send you an email when your download is ready:

You will then be redirected back to Ancestry…

A file folder will open.  It’s VERY important to pay attention to where the files are being saved to (for

uploading to GEDmatch.



Once you choose the location to put your data, click the save button at the bottom

Now, let’s go to GEDmatch.com and log in.  If you’ve never used this site, you need to create your free

account before uploading your data file.



Now, let’s log in!

Once you are logged in, you’ll land on the home page. Scroll down to “Upload your DNA files” and click

the link for “Generic Uploads” shown below



Fill out the form shown on the next 2 screenshots.  I don’t recommend an alias (or we can’t find you in

the Family DNA project).  You must select WHOSE DNA you are uploading.

Click Choose File: a folder will open, make sure it

is to the location you saved your DNA data file to Then click Upload

(desktop if you followed the above guidance)

MAKE SURE YOU WAIT FOR THE NEXT SCREEN, AND THE PROGRESSION DISPLAY THAT SHOWS AS EACH

CHROMOSOME IS PROCESSED. THIS PROCESS TAKES SEVERAL MINUTES. IF YOU DON'T WAIT FOR IT TO

FINISH, YOUR DATA WILL NOT BE USABLE. HOWEVER, IF YOU DON'T SEE ANY ACTIVITY FOR MORE THAN

10 MINUTES, YOU HAVE PROBABLY LOST YOUR CONNECTION AND SHOULD QUIT!



Once your data is uploaded, you can return to the home screen to join the Ancestor DNA Project!

Notice the “DNA resources” to the left!  That number is your GEDmatch number (in case anyone asks to

analyze your DNA against theirs) and is a link that you can click to view ALL of your matches in the entire

GEDmatch database!  There will be hundreds, if not thousands!

Once you click the Ancestor Projects link, you can search for whatever Project you choose, click join and

their admin will admit you if you meet their criteria.



Once in the group, you can run your GEDmatch number (copy/paste), set your threshold (default is 7),

click “Submit” and wait until it returns your report. Notice I lowered my threshold to 3.

Your matches, if any, will come up as a chart listing email, name and match details.


